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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
2 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
3 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9
4 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
5 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
6 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
7 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
8 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
9 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9

10 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
11 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
12 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
13 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
14 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
15 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9
16 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
17 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
18 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
19 5421 6 2.6 15 40.2 100
20 5420 9.5 2.6 15 63.4 99.9
21 5419 8.3 2.4 15 55.3 99.9
22 5419 7.4 2.4 15 49.3 99.9
23 5416 6.9 2.1 15 45.7 99.9
24 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comments: Explores ideas, language and effects quite consistently, develops and comparison of ideas and style. 17 marks. 



Sticky Note

What are the strengths of this response, compared with the previous response? Remember there are three elements to the mark given: A01 Engagement with and understanding of the ideas in both poems, a willingness to discuss interpretations with detailed supporting references. A02 A focus on how the poets create effects with language and imagery. Analysis of key images and their meaning.A03 Comparison of ideas and, at high level, mood, language and imagery.  












Excract Question - Response 4



Sticky Note

Reference to social context is not assessed here and will not be credited. 



Sticky Note

Some more secure understanding of Crooks' thoughts and feelings here. 







Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: Some selection of references to show an understanding of some of the character's thoughts and feelings in the extract. 6 marks. 
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UNIT ONE HIGHER TIER MARKING SCHEME 


SECTION A 


How is the relationship between George and Lennie presented in Of Mice and 
Men?  Remember to support your answer with reference to the novel and to 
comment on its social, cultural and historical context. [20] 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1-4 marks Simple awareness of some aspects of the relationship, such as their 
unusual friendship.   


5-9 marks Answers will be dependent on simple, general narrative, with some 
discussion of the effect of contextual factors, such as Lennie’s treatment 
by others as a disabled man. Some relevant events, such as Lennie’s 
fight with Curley or his killing of Curley’s wife, may be referred to. 


10-14 marks  Answers may still be narrative driven, but will show more relevant 
selection of events to show an understanding of the relationship.  The 
relationship may be described by using events such as the opening 
scene before they arrive on the ranch, the fight between Lennie and 
Curley and the way George attempts to protect Lennie.There will be 
increasingly thorough understanding of how the social, cultural and 
historical context of 1930s USA affects them, perhaps in reference to the 
way being migrant workers makes their lives more difficult. For 13-14, 
answers will be more thorough, with consistent discussion of important 
features of the relationship with sound links made with contextual 
factors. 


15-20 marks  Answers will be cogent and astute, with assured use of relevant detail.  
There will be a confident exploration of the relationship and the writer’s 
use of it to criticise society at the time. Details of salient events and 
phases in the relationship and the times.  An evaluative approach is 
expected for 18-20, with a confident exploration of the nuances of the 
relationship. 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


0 2 












Response 7



Sticky Note

Detailed reference to the text.







Sticky Note

Relevant link with context.



Sticky Note

Links context and detail, handles the text confidently.



Sticky Note

Nicely put.



Sticky Note

Wider reference to characters' reactions to the relationship- thoughtful approach.







Sticky Note

Consistently focused on the question.



Sticky Note

Thoughtful idea.



Sticky Note

Considers alternative interpretations.  







Sticky Note

Explores inherent contradictions in the relationship.







Sticky Note

Comprehensive handling of the text, selects apt events and details to illustrate ideas. Well focused on the relationship, its meaning and impact on others. Relevant contextual factors woven into the commentary thoughtfully. 18 marks.












Response 3











Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: Some grasp of the significance of character's dreams with supporting references to detail in places. Limited specific references to contextual factors which give rise to and affect characters' dream. 11 marks.



Sticky Note

look at the examiner's comments about context. Think about one of the characters and their dream and write a more thoughtful section which shows how contextual factors influenced the dream and its outcome.  





































Extract Question - Response 2



Sticky Note

General comments, not focused on the extract.



Sticky Note

A valid point with a reasonable reference to support



Sticky Note

In this last paragraph, only a superficial understanding of what's going on from Crooks on the extract is shown. Think about the two references the candidate pick out. What is Crooks really thinking and feeling when he says these things? 



Sticky Note

Examiner comment and comment: Generalised comments with limited references to and grasp of the character's thoughts and feelings in the extract. 6 marks.
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UNIT ONE HIGHER TIER MARKING SCHEME 


SECTION A 


Of Mice and Men 


 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 


How does John Steinbeck present the character of Crooks here? Refer closely to 
the extract in your answer. [10] 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 


0 marks Nothing worthy of credit. 


1 mark  Brief response, with simple comments about the content of the extract.  


2-4 marks Answers will tend towards reorganisation, with some identification of 
Crooks’ humiliation, perhaps.   


5-7 marks Some discussion of the pain and humiliation shown in Crooks’ 
behaviour. For 6-7 answers will be typified by more sustained discussion 
of Crooks’ reactions to the men’s discussion of the dream farm and the 
way he talks about Lennie.  His flat tone of voice and the air of defeated 
resignation may be located in the extract through his speech and 
behaviour. There may be some personal response. 


8-10 marks Answers will be assured, evaluative and analytical. Candidates will 
confidently explore the way Crooks is presented here. Detailed 
reference to the writer’s depiction of the ‘layers of protection’ in the 
extract may be in evidence.  The pathos evoked by Crooks’ behaviour at 
the end of the extract may also be examined with some focus on style 
and language. 


0 1 
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How does John Steinbeck present the character of Crooks here? Refer closely to the 
extract in your answer.   [10]


Either,


How is the relationship between George and Lennie presented in Of Mice and Men? 
Remember to support your answer with reference to the novel and to comment on its 
social, cultural and historical context. [20]


Or,


‘Dreams in Of Mice and Men offer the characters nothing but false hope.’ To what extent 
do you agree with this statement? Remember to support your answer with reference to 
the novel and to comment on its social, cultural and historical context. [20]


0 1


0 2


0 3


0 1 0 2 0 3


0 3


0 1 0 2












Extract Question - Response 7 



Sticky Note

A thoughtful opening, strong focus on the writer's characterisation of Crooks. 



Sticky Note

Looks closely at a key image. 



Sticky Note

Important elements of Crooks' feelings are identified and explored. 



Sticky Note

Probing analysis.







Sticky Note

Thoughtful point, well-supported.



Sticky Note

Insightful observation. 



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: A perceptive analysis of character, supported by detailed reference to the text and exploration of how the writer creates effects. 9 marks.























































Extract Question - Response 5



Sticky Note

Some focused discussion of language.







Sticky Note

Compare this response with the previous response. The examiner awarded a higher mark overall because there is more focus on specific examples of language choices the writer makes to describe the character. 



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: A clear understanding of the character and how she is portrayed. Some detailed support for points made and some probing of language and effects. 7 marks.  












Response A



Sticky Note

This opening has potential- an accurate summary of what happens in each poem. 



Sticky Note

There is no support selected for this idea of tension building. Rewrite the paragraph with detailed evidence from the poem.  



Sticky Note

This is very general and does not provide any evidence for the points made, although there are some sensible ideas. How is the tension eased in the second stanza?







Sticky Note

The candidate picks out phrases but offers no comment about the effects the writer was trying to create. What effects does the writer create by using the words quoted by the candidate? 



Sticky Note

Are these descriptions precise and accurate? How would you better describe the mood of the poem at the beginning? When and how does it change?







Sticky Note

This is quite an interesting interpretation. What evidence is there to support it? 



Sticky Note

Is this accurate? 



Sticky Note

Some attempt to interpret language and effects. Are these the best words to choose to explore more closely? What better phrases get to the heart of the poem's meaning?  







Sticky Note

Do you agree?



Sticky Note

Rewrite the comparison section of the response. Focus on what each poet is saying about the behaviour of school pupils and how these ideas are conveyed through language and imagery.  



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: There is some understanding of the content of both poems, but little specific support given for points made. The comparison of ideas, mood and language is undeveloped. 9 marks. 
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SECTION B


Spend about 1 hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your answer.


Both poets write about groups of school pupils.


Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and 
how they are different.


You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make comparisons 
where appropriate in your answer as a whole. [20]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Assembly


Somebody whispered something
and a little titter
skittered and scuttled along the rows
then burrowed under a heap of teachers’ frowns.
Nobody spoke.
The hall was huge with silence.
No words fluttered on the empty air,
only dust motes moved
in the curious light
that chinned itself up to the window
and peered through.
Somebody coughed.
Feet shuffled themselves.
The headmaster banged his fist
until the startled lectern jumped with fright.


“You! You down there!
That boy in the green shirt!”
His signpost finger zapped us all,
but nobody moved;
nobody spoke.
Only the titter, feral as anything,
blundered around the room,
seeking escape.


Well, I mean, the school uniform —
it’s grey trousers —
and the shirt is green.


by Anne Bell


The Nighthawks


This little harbour
Where bored pupils moor their boots
In the faggy mist. School is forgotten now,
Stubbed out
As we dawdle and drag.
Trawling for laughter,
Our words are puffed out
Or held in the heart
Expelled in perfect gossiping rings.
Through the window,
In the streets,
Afternoon spills into evening
A rush-hour tide of flowing feet and faces.
The moon is a silver spoon.
Lights come on in the café.


Every word has been said now.
The chink of cup and spoon is done
As we fumble for change
And disperse like sugar
Dissolving into the caffeine city
With peppermints handy for questioning parents;
But for the moment we are sails,
Filled up with ourselves
Heading homeward
Through the dregs
Of dusk.


by Andrew Fusek Peters and Polly Peters


END OF PAPER


5 1
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SECTION B 
 
Both poets write about groups of school pupils. 
 


    Assembly/The Nighthawks 
 


Write about the poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and 
how they are different.                     [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (25%), A02 (25%) and 
A03 (50%) 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
 


1-4 marks  Mostly simple, general comments on the poems.  The response 
will probably be brief, with simple, basic points of comparison 
about content, such as both poets’ description of young people in 
groups. 
 


 


5-9 marks  There may be awareness of some of the ideas in the poems, such 
as the sense of tension in the first poem and the companionship 
between young people in the second.  Some awareness of details 
which show some understanding of how young people behave 
may be given for both poems. 
 


 


10-14 marks  Focused use of the details in the poems and thoughtful discussion 
of the way the poets describe the behaviour of groups of young 
people together.  There may be some grasp of the suppressed 
humour depicted in the first poem. Candidates may note the use 
of personification repeatedly in the first poem to show how the 
young people all react in a similar way to the events. There may 
be some appreciation of the same conspiratorial mood in the 
second. 
 


 


15-20 marks  An assured analysis of both poems and perceptive probing of 
subtext.  The sense of pupils in assembly behaving as one being 
in the first poem may be considered, with some comparison with 
the second poem’s sense of pleasure in each others’ company, 
without adults. There will be a clear appreciation of how both 
poets use language to achieve specific effects, such as the use of 
personification in the first poem to create a tense, almost 
explosive mood.  The ease and comfort in each others’ company 
conveyed in the second poem may be linked with the first in the 
way adults are seen as intrusive, foolish or unnecessary by each 
poet. Confident links and comparisons will be made, with subtlety 
and range, and an awareness of ambiguity and possible 
interpretations, for 18-20. 


 


 
 
 


Please note that the Foundation Tier poems are entitled Blue Bottle and River Torridge. 
If a candidate has answered on these poems please use the 'wrong question' tool on e-
marker. Refer to the e-marker training material for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
GCSE English Literature Unit 1 - Higher Tier MS (Summer 2017) 


5 1 
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How does John Steinbeck present the character of Crooks here? Refer closely to the 
extract in your answer.   [10]


0 1


0 1 0 2 0 3


0 3


0 1 0 2
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Crooks seemed to come slowly out of the layers of protection he had put on. ‘Was that the truth 
what you said about the guys come back?’ he asked.


‘Sure. I heard ’em.’
‘Well, I didn’t hear nothing.’
‘The gate banged,’ Candy said, and he went on, ‘Jesus Christ, Curley’s wife can move quiet. I 


guess she had a lot of practice, though.’
Crooks avoided the whole subject now. ‘Maybe you guys better go,’ he said. ‘I ain’t sure I want you 


in here no more. A colored man got to have some rights even if he don’t like ’em.’
Candy said, ‘That bitch didn’t ought to of said that to you.’
‘It wasn’t nothing,’ Crooks said dully. ‘You guys comin’ in an’ settin’ made me forget. What she says 


is true.’
The horses snorted out in the barn and the chains rang and a voice called, ‘Lennie. Oh, Lennie. 


You in the barn?’
‘It’s George,’ Lennie cried. And he answered, ‘Here, George. I’m right in here.’
In a second George stood framed in the door, and he looked disapprovingly about. ‘What you doin’ 


in Crooks’ room? You hadn’t ought to be in here.’
Crooks nodded. ‘I tol’ ’em, but they come in anyways.’
‘Well, why’n’t you kick ’em out?’
‘I di’n’t care much,’ said Crooks. ‘Lennie’s a nice fella.’
Now Candy aroused himself. ‘Oh, George! I been figurin’ and figurin’. I got it doped out how we 


can even make some money on them rabbits.’
George scowled. ‘I thought I tol’ you not to tell nobody about that.’
Candy was crestfallen. ‘Didn’t tell nobody but Crooks.’
George said, ‘Well you guys get outta here. Jesus, seems like I can’t go away for a minute.’
Candy and Lennie stood up and went toward the door. Crooks called, ‘Candy!’
‘Huh?’
“Member what I said about hoein’ and doin’ odd jobs?’
‘Yeah,’ said Candy. ‘I remember.’
‘Well, jus’ forget it,’ said Crooks. ‘I didn’ mean it. Jus’ foolin’. I wouldn’ want to go no place like that.’
‘Well, OK, if you feel like that. Goodnight.’
The three men went out of the door. As they went through the barn the horses snorted and the 


halter chains rattled.
Crooks sat on his bunk and looked at the door for a moment, and then he reached for the liniment 


bottle. He pulled out his shirt in back, poured a little liniment in his pink palm, and, reaching around, 
he fell slowly to rubbing his back.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.












Response 2



Sticky Note

Candy's dream is outlined briefly. There's more to it though- what does the dream represent for Candy? 



Sticky Note

Is this true? 



Sticky Note

Again, just brief, factual description of what George wants.







Sticky Note

Straightforward statement about Lennie's dream.



Sticky Note

Is this accurate? Is there evidence for this statement?



Sticky Note

Check this detail. Is it accurate?



Sticky Note

This response is too superficial for a higher mark in the next band. Choose one of the character's dreams outlined here and rewrite the comments on it to show a more detailed and thoughtful understanding of what it means for the character. Remember to set the dream in the context of the time. 



Sticky Note

Examiner mark and comment: There is some basic knowledge and understanding of character's dreams. Some links are made with context. 9 marks. 











